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en 1830. 





TO THE 


PRINCE OF WATERLOO. 
LETTER III. 


On the Affairs of Belgium, and on the 
Debis of England and other Countries. 


Mon Paincer, 

i. 1 nave first to beg your pardon for 
having, in my two Seeman letters, ad- 
dressed you as a Duke; and, having 
dispatched this point of ceremony, I 
now proceed to offer you some remarks 
on the affairs of Belgium. ‘There is no 
doubt that the revolt in that country 
was hastened by the revolution in 
France ; but, it is clear that the causes 
of it existed before the revolution in 
France was so much as thought of, for 
we know that public writers were ba- 
nished from Belgium before the month 
of July, and we know they were banish- 
ed for making known the grievances of 
the people. In all cases where revolu- 
tions are made by the people, the chief 
cause ever has been THE raxEsS. When 
the government leaves the people to 
enjoy the fruit of their industry, they 
seldom revolt ; as, amongst individuals, 
ninety-nine quarrels out of ev ery hun- 
dred are about property of some sort or 
other; so it is between governments 
and people. Men never revolt, if they 
have the full enjoyment of the fruits of 
their labour, skill, und care : and when- 
ever we see restraints put on the press, 
we may be sure that the government 
knows that the people have cause for 
complaint ; because, it must know that 
no writer, however able, can persuade a 


aman that he is badly off, when he is 


‘ avell off; no writer can persuade a man 
ir brave 


that he is hungry and naked, when that 
man’s belly is full, and his body well 
clad. 
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AU PRINCE DE WATERLOO. 
LETTRE III. 


Sur les Affaires de la Belgique, et sur 
les Dettes de VAngleterre, et des 
aulres Etats. 

Mon Prince, 

1. Ji: vous prie de m’excuser de vous 
avoir donné le titre de Duc dans mes 
deux lettres précédentes, et apres avoir 
rempli cette formalité, je vais vous faire 
quelques observations sur les affaires de 
la Belgique. Nul doute que linsurrec- 
tion de ce pays-Ja n'ait été accélérée par 
la revolution frangaise; mais il est 
évident que les causes qui l’ont produite 
existaient, avant méme qu'on edt la 
moindre idée de cette révolution; car 
nous savons que des écrivains publigs 
avaient éte bannis de la Belgique avant 
le mois de Juillet, et nous savons aussi 
quiils furent bannis pour avoir publié 
les griefs de la nation. ‘Toutes les fois 
qu'un peuple se met en révolution, ce 
sont LES impOrTs qui en sont la cause 
principale. Le peuple se révolte rare- 
ment, lorsque le gouvernement le laisse 
jouir en paix du fruit de son industrie. 
De méme que, parmi les_individus, 
quatre-vingt-dix-neuf querelles sur ceut 
proviennent d'un motif dintérét quel- 
conque, de méme Jintérét désunit les 


gouvernements et les peuples. Les 
hommes ne se révoltent jamais, si on 


leur laisse la pleine jouissance de leur 
travail, de leurs talents et de leur ap- 
plication ; aussi toutes les fois que nous 
voyons le gouvernement mettre des 
entraves 2 la presse, nous pouvons tre 
certains qu'il sait que le peuple a sujet 
de se plaindre ; car il sait que, quelque 
habile que soit un écrivain, il ne image 


jamais persuader & un homme qu'il es 


mal, quand il est bien; il ne lui as 
suadera jamais qu'il a faim et qu'il est 
nu, quand il a le ventre plein, et qu'il est 
bien vétu. 
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2. But of what do the Belgians com- 
plain? They complain of the heavy 
taxes they have to pay. They complain 
of other things also, but this is the 
ROOT of the whole, just as it is in 
Eneland, and just as it has been in 
every country where revolutions have 
sprung from the people, which our re- 
volution of 1688 did not, that being a 
revolution made by the aristocracy, and 
for their benefit. Vhe Americans were 
not, in 1776, loaded with taxes, but 
they saw that they should be. The 
taxes were enacted by the taxing Parlia- 
ment, and the Americans resisted, rather 
than pay them. Their declaration of 
independence contains fwe/ve distinct 
charges against the King of England ; 
but the ROOT of all was, that he was 
about to load them with taxes. 

The French revolution of 1789 had 
the same cause. Look at the Canters 
that were delivered in to the Statese 
General, There were complaints rela- 
tive to the droit de chasse, to the setgn- 
eurial couris, and various other things ; 
but the great burden of the complaint 
was, the enormous weight of the taxes. 
The sovereignty of the people, the 
equality of rights, these came after- 
wards. They were true and just; they 
were founded in nature and reason ; but 
they would have remained buried in 
silence, if the cruel burden of the tail/es 
and the gabelles had not drawn them 
forth. 

4. And have the taxes had nothing to 
do with this last revolution in France ? 
The taxes in France were become very 
heavy, though light compared with what 
we have to bear; but still they were 
heavy ; and, accordingly, we find, that 
the new King, in his very first ordi- 
nances, promises a mitigation of the 
taxes. ‘Lhe ordinances of Pottenac 
were outrayeously tyrannical; but the 
mere character of them would not have 
produced such an effect. The people 
saw, that if they hes angie to these or- 
dinances, they should be deprived of all 
voice in choosing representatives ; and 
they saw, that they would enable the 
government lo add to. the taxes as much 
as it pleased. This was the real ground 
of the revolution, The people found 
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Mais de quoi se plaignent les 
Belzes? Ils se plaignent des taxes op- 
pressives qwils ont ad payer. Ils ont 
bien d'autres sujets de plainte; mais 
c'est 1A la source, comme elle l’est en 
Angleterre, comme elle Va éte dans 
tous les pays ow le peuple a fait des 
révolutions, & exception de notre révo- 
lution de 1688, qui fut faite par Uaristo- 
cratie et X son profit exclusif. En 1776, 
les AMiaicarns n’étaient pas surchargés 
d’impdéts, mais ils s‘apercurent qu ‘ils ne 
tarderaient pas & Vétre. Les impdots 
furent décrétés par le parlement qui en 
avait le droit, et les Américains se ré- 
voltérent plutét que de les payer. Leur 
déclaration d’indépendance  contient 
douze griefs contre le roi d’Angieterre ; 
mais le principaL est qu'il était d la 
veille de les accabler d’impdts. 

3. La méme cause produisit la révo- 
lution francaise en 1789. Jetez les 
yeux sur les cahiers présentés aux 
Etats-généraux. Ils contenaient des 
plaintes relatives au droit de chasse, aux 
cours seigneurtales, et & divers autres 
objets ; mais la source de leurs plaintes 
était le poids érnorme des taxes. La 
souveraineté du peuple, légalité des 
droits ne vinrent qu’apres. Elles 
étaient vraies et justes, elles reposaient 
sur la nature et sur laraison ; mais elles 
seraient restées ensevelies dans l’oubli le 
plus profond, si le fardeau accablant 
des tatlles et des gabelles ne les elt 
mises en avant. 

4. De plus, les impédts ne sont-ils 
entrés pour rien dans cette derniére 
révolution francaise. Les impdts en 
France étaient devenus tres lourds, 
quoique légérs en comparaison de ceux 
que nous avons 2X supporter ; neanmoins 
ils étaient lourds; et c’est pourquoi, le 
nouveau roi, dans ses premitres ordon- 
nances, a promis de les alléger. Les 
ordonnances de PoiieNnac étaient tyran- 
niques au supréme degré, toutefois elles 
n’etaient pas de nature & produire un 
effet semblable. Le peuple a vu qué 
s'il se soumettait & ces ordonnances, il 
allait été prive du droit de choisir sed 
reprisentants, et par suite que le gous 
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vernement ajouterait aux tmp éts suivant 
son bon plaisir. Telle a été la vraig 
cause de la révolution. Le peuple 
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the taxes much too heavy already; and 
they saw, that if the press were put 
down, and the right of representation 
away, they should be wholly at the 
mercy of the layers on of taxes. ‘The 
brave Parisians did not, therefore, fight 
for a theory; no, nor for a principle; 
but for their property, for their very 
bread. 

5, Just the same is itin Betcrum. The 
people there demand a repeal of taxes. 
But what is the cause of the taxes? In 
England the great cause is the Debt, 
contracted by the Septennial Parlia- 
ment, to carry on wars against America 
and France. In France the debt is great ; 
and how did it come? It was con- 
tracted, principally, to pay the Allies 
for forcing the Bourbons back on France ; 
to pay the ancient noblesse for coming 
back; to pay, in fact, for treasons com- 
mitted against the people of France; 
and this Debt was expected to bind the 
monied people to the Bourbons so 
firmly as to enable the government to 
set all discontents at defiance for the 
future. In Betorum the debt, which is 
very great in proportion to the resources 
of the country, was a present made to 
the poor Belgi: ins, along with their new 
King! They had no debt before: when 
under the French they had no debt: but 
their former sovereign, the Emperor of 
Germany, having contracted a debt with 
the Jews, the new King was to have 
Belgium upon condition of making th? 
Belgians pay the interest of this debt! 
And thus these fortunate people got a 
legitimate sovereign and a national debt 
at one and the same time, both a pre- 
sent from the generous allied sove- 
reigns! ‘The people of Belgium com- 
plain of many things, and I dare say, 
very justly ; but the ROOT is the taxes, 
Which are perfectly enormous, 


6. Well, now, mon Prince de Waterloo, 
wha! Sdress are they to have? It is 
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said, that the Belgian King will make 
concessions, What concessions? Will 
he take off the taxes? ‘That is what the 
and if he do that, how is 
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trouvé les impéts deja trop lourds. Tl 
s'est apercu que si lon deétruisait la 
presse, et si on lui ravissait le droit de 
représentation, il allait se voir a la 
merci des createurs de taxes. Les 
braves Parisiens ne se sont donc point 
battus pour une ¢héroie, ni méme pour 
un principe; mais bien pour leur propre 
subsistance. 

5. Ilen est de méme en Bexraiqve. 
Le peuple y demande Jlabolition des 
taxes. Mais quelle est la cause des 
taxes? En Angleterre, la cause prin- 
cipale est la dette nationale, contractée 
par le parlement septennial pour faire 
la guerre & l’Amérique et & Ja France. 
En France la detie est grande sans 
doute; mais d’od est-elle provenue? 
Elle a servi, en grande partie, & payer 
les alliés, pour avoir rendu, bon gré, mab 
gré, les Bourbons a la France, pour 
payer le retour de l’ancienne noblesse ; 
en un mot, pour payer les trahisons 
commises contre le peuple frangais ;_ et 
l'on s’attendait & voir cette dette lier les 

capitalistes aux Bourbons d’une ma- 
niere si étroite, que le gouvernement 
pouvait désormais braver impunément 
toute espece de mécontentement. En 
Belgique, les impdts, qui sont considér- 
ables en proportion des ressources du 
pays, furent un présent fait aux pauvres 
Belges avee lenr nouveau roi. Ils n’a- 
vaient pas de dette nationale auparavant ; 
ils n’en avaient pas, lorsqwils faisaient 
partie de ia France ; mais leur ancien 
souverain, l’empereur’ d’Allemagne, 
ayant contracté une dette avec les Juifs, 
le nouveau roi n’a pu avoir la Belgique 
qua condition qu’on ferait payer Cin- 
térét de cette dette aux Belges. Ainsi, 
ce peuple fortuné a obtenu a la fois un 
souverain légitime et une dette nationale ; 
lun et Yautre comme un présent de la 
part des généreux souverains alliés, 
Les Belges se plaignent de beaucoup de 
choses, et j’ose dire avec justice ; mais 
au fond, ce sont des taxes qui sont 
réellement €normes. 

6. Eh bien, mon Prince de Waterloo, 
quel soulagement peuvent-ils espérer 
maintenant ? On dit que le roi belge va 
leur faire des concessions. Quelles con- 
cessions! Abolira-t-il lesimpots? C’est 
ce que le peuple demande; et s'il les 
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he to pay the interest of the debt? They 
do not ask him to cease to pay the in- 
terest of the debt; they only ask him to 
cease to take from them the means of 
paying it! Voil& tout! ‘That’s all: 
and that is not much! Sothat, one of 
two things must happen to his Belgic 
Majesty: he must refuse to make con- 
cessions, or must have a national bank- 
ruptey ; and in either of which cases, I 
would not give much for his Majesty's 
crown. 

7. What, however, is the interesting 
point here? It is this (and I beseech 
the French to look well to it), that a na- 
tional debt cannot long exist, to any con- 
siderable amount, in any country where 
the people choose those who make the 
laws. I beseech the excellent man who 
is now the chief magistrate in France, 
and I beseech the French legislators, to 
consider seriously that proposition, and 
to be prepared for the consequences 
which will naturally result from the ex- 
perimental establishment of its truth. A 
people who have no voice in the making 
of the laws will submit for ages to pay 
the interest ofa national debt : they will 
submit to it, as they do to every other 
oppression, until they can get rid of it by 
jorce: but if they have a voice in the 
‘making of the laws, they will not long 
submit to it. There i is, in a debt of this 
sort, something so abhorrent to natural 
right, something so contrary to all our 
notions of property and justice, that no 
people ever will submit to it, if they 
have the power to refuse submission. 
Suppose a law were passed to enable all 
who are now just married to borrow mo- 
ney and to spend it, and to mortgage the 
labour of the children proceeding from 
their marriages, in order to pay off the 
debts.thus contracted. Is there a man 
in the world to defend a law like this? 
And, yet, what national debt is there 
that has | a more equitable foundation ? 
This is the light in which our natural 
sense of justice views the matter ; and, 
upon this view of it, men will always 
act when they can. When they make 
the laws themselves, they can act thus ; 
and, in spite of all the arts of money- 
lenders, act thus they will. 


328 
abolit, comment payera-t-il lintérét de 
la dette? is ne demandent pas qu'il 


cesse de payer linterét de la dette, ils 
le prient seulement de cesser de leur 
dter les moyens de le payer. Voila 
tout; et ce n’est pas beaucoup; en 
sorte que de deux choses une; ou sa 
majesté bel; ge refusera toute concession, 
ou il faut qu ‘une banqueroute nationale 
ait lieu. Dans l'un ou Vautre cas, je ne 
donnerai pas beaucoup pour la couronne 
de sa majesté. 

Cependant quel est le point intér- 
essant ? Le voici; et je prie les Fran- 
cais d’y bien faire attention ; ce’st qu'une 
dette nationale de quelque importance 
ne saurait subsister long-temps dans un 
pays ow le peuple choisit ceux qui font 
les lois. Je sup plie excellent homme 
qui est maintenant 2 la téte de la ma- 
gistrature en France, ainsi que les /égis- 
lateurs francais, de refléchir s¢rieuse- 
ment 2 cette proposition, et de se tenir 
en garde sur les conséquences qui de- 
vront naturellement résulter de 1’éta- 
blissement pratique de cette vérité. Une 
nation qui ne peut prendre aucune part 
& la confection des lois se soumettra, 
des siécles entiers, X payer l’intérét d'une 
dette nationale: elle s’y soumettra 
comme elle se soumet & tout autre genre 
d’oppressio&, jusqu’a ce qu'elle puisse 
se libérer par la force ; mais si elle par- 
ticipe 21a confection des lois, elle ne s’y 
soumettra pas long-temps. Il y a, dans 
une dette de cette espece, quelque chose 
qui réptgne si fort au droit naturel, 
quelque chose de si contraire & toutes 
nos notions de propricté et de justice, 
qu’aucun peuple ne s’y soumettra ja- 
mais, s'il a le pouvoir de Vempécher. 
Supposons qu’on fit une loi qui donnat 
A’ tous les nouveaux mariés la faculte 
d’emprunter de Vargent et de le dé- 
penser ; ensuite «d’hypothéquer le tra- 
vail des enfants qui {proviendraient de 
leur marriage, pour payer les dettes 
ainsi contractées. Existe-t-il un homme 
dans le monde qui puisse soutenir une 
loi semblable? Et, cependant, quelle 
dette nationale a une base plué?uit- 
able? Tel est l’aspect sous lequel notre 
sens naturel de justice considére cette 
matitre, et ce sera sous cet aspect que 
les hommes agiront toutes les fois qu’ils 
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8. I shall, I know, be told, that the 
Americans have a voice in the making 
of the laws, and that, nevertheless, they 
have 
their debts, and have, indeed, nearly 
paid off the principal; and this is pre- 
cisely what L want to be told. For ne- 
ver have the Americans suffered them- 
selves to be taxed on account of debt. 
One of their objections to the taxes, the 
enactment of which by the Septennial 


Parliament produced the Revolution of 


1776, was, that they should, by those 
taxes, be compelled to help to pay the 
interest of the English Debt. Then, 
therefore, they resisted taxes on account 
of debt. During their war of the Re- 
volution, the old, or first, Coneress 
contracted a debt with the Dutch, and 
also another debt in paper-money. At 
the close of the war, the Congress wish- 
ed to impose taxes to pay off those 
debts, and to pay the interest in the 
meanwhile. From one end of the coun- 
try to the other the people objected to 
this: the paper-money debt was swept 
away, and was never paid or heard of 
more ; and the Dutch debt was, by the 
new Congress, to be paid by the pro- 
ceeds of imposts on foreign ships and 
goods ; which imposts were deemed ne- 
cessary to the encouragement of the ma- 


nufactures, arts, and shipping, of the 
United States. So that no tax-gatherer 


has, in America, ever collected money 
from the people, to pay debt, or interest 
of debt. At one time, soon after the 
establishment of the present Govern- 
ment, an excise duty was imposed on 
home- made whisky, for the double pur- 
pose of paying off the Debt, and of pre- 

venting the inordinate use of spirituous 
liquors. ‘The people in Pennsylvania 
resisted the law by force ; and though 
they were reduced to submission, it was 
solely owing to the great veneration for 
the President, Wasuineton, who was 
compelled to’march in person against 
them ; and even he would not have suc- 
ceeded, without aclearly-understood pro- 
mise, that the tax should be abolished, 
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contentedly paid the interest of 
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le pourront. Lorsqu’ils font les lois 
eux-mémes, ils peuvent en agir ainsi, 
et ils en agiront ainsi, en dépit de toutes 
les intrigues des brocanteurs d’emprunts. 
8. On me dira, je le sais, que les 
Américains participent & la confection 
des lois, et que, néanmoins, é/s ont payé 
de bonne grice Vintérét de leur dette 
nationale, et méme le capital, en grande 
partie. Voila justement l’observation 
que je désirais qu'on me fit; car les 
Américains n’ont jamais souffert qu’on 
leur imposit des taxes pour payer leur 
dette. Un de leurs motifs pour refuser 
de payer les impdts votes par le parle- 
ment septennial, et qui produisirent la 
revolution de 1776 fut, qu’en les pay- 
ant, ils seraient foreés de contribuer au 
payementde l’intérét de la dette anglaise. 
Il est done vrai de dire qu’ils refustrent 
de payer des impéts pour compte de 
la dette nationale. Durant la guerre de 
leur revolution, l’ancien, ou plutét leur 
premier Concris fit un emprunt chez 
les Hollandais, et il émit du papier- 
monnaie. A la fin de la guerre, le Con- 
eres voulut mettre des impdts pour 
liquider ces deux dettes et payer l’intérét 
dans Vintervalle. D’un bout a Vautre 
du pays, le peuple refusa de s’y sou- 
mettre ; le papier-monnaie disparut ; on 
ne le paya jamais, ou l'on en entendit 
plus parler; et le nouveau Congres eut 
% payer l’emprunt hollandais avec le 
produit des droits mis sur Jes marchan- 
dises et sur les bdtiments étrangers, 
Ces droits on les jugea nécessaires pour 
l'encoutagement des manufactures, des 
arts, et de la navigation des Etats-Unis ; 
en sorte qu'il n’a jamais été pergu d’i im- 
pot en Amerique, pour payer le capital, 
ou l'interét de quelque dette nationale. 
Peu de temps aprés l’établissement du 
nouveau gouvernement, on mit un droit 
d'aceise sur l’eau-de-vie de grain fa- 
briquée dans le pays, dans le double but 
de payer la dette nationale, et d’em- 
pécher l'usage immodéré des liqueurs 
Spiritueuses. Les habitants de la Penn- 
sylvanie oppostrent la force & la loi, et 
sion les forga de s'y soumettre, ce fut 
uniquement par la grande veneration 
quils portaient & Washington, leur pré- 
sident, qui fat force de marcher contre 
eux en personne. I] ne serait méme pas 
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which was done ina very shorttimeafter- parvenu 2 les reduire, s*il ne leur edt 
wards, and since that no attempt has promis, en termes précis, que l’impdt 
ever been made to impose any internal serait aboli, ce qui, en effet, eut lieu peu 
tax for the payment of debt. Internal de temps apres. Depuis cette époque, 
taxes were laid during the last war, but on n’a jamais tenté de créer le moindre 
expressly for the purpose of carrying on impot intérieur pour le payement de la 
that war,.and they were abolished as dette nationale. Pendant la dernicre 
soon as the war was over. ‘The Ameri- guerre, on decréta des impdts intérieurs ; 
cans, in their separate States, pay mais ce fut dans le seul but de continuer 
taxes for the administration of justice, la guerre, et ils furent levés, aussi/ot 
on account of the prisons, for the repair que la guerre fut terminée. Les Améri- 
of their roads and bridges, for the relief cains, dans leurs ETATS RESPECTIFS, 
of the poor, for keeping up their militia, payent des impdéts pour l'administration 
just as we do in our separate Counties de la justice, pour le maintien des pri- 
in England. But these are matters sons, pour les réparations des routes et 
purely domestic, as much as the affairs des ponts, pour le soulagement des 
of a family are : these contributions are pauvres, pour l'entretien de leur milice, 
necessary to the peace and happiness of de la méme maniere que nous le faisons 
these several communities, and, which dans chaque comté d’Angleterre. Mais 
is another important consideration, it is ces objets sont purement domestiques, 
so much money, not to create or uphold comme le sont toutes les affaires de 
id/ers, but to compensate labour of one famille. Ces contributions sont indis- 
sort or another, and, moreover, it is, pensables & la paix et au bonheur de 
and must always be, expended amongst ces diverses communautes; et ce qui est 
the community themselves; it remains plus important encore, c’est autant 
in the several counties and parishes, and d’argent qui sert, non pas 2 créer ou & 
is not drawn away to be expended in a maintenir des oisifs ; mais X& compenser 
luxurious capital, or to go to enrich quelque genre de travail. De plus il est, 
foreign nations; in which important ou il doit toujours tre dépensé sur les 
respects, it is wholly a different thing lieux; il reste dans chaque comté, dans 
from taxes raised to pay the interest or chaque paroisse, et il n’en sort jamais 
principal of a national Debt. pour étre consumé dans le luxe de la 
capitale, ou pour aller enrichir des 
nations étrangtres. Ainsi, sous ces rap- 
ports importants, ces impdts different 
beaucoup de ceux qui sont destinés 
h payer l’intérét ou le capital d'une dette 
nationale. 

9. No people on earth pay theirdomes- 9. Aucune nation de la terre ne paie 
tic taxes more cheerfully than the Ame- les impdts avec plus d’empressement 
ricans ; no people on earth yield amore que Jes Américains ; aucune ne se sou- 
prompt and willing obedience to the met aux lois plus promptement et plus 
laws; in which respects they are what volontiers; ils sont & cet égard ce 
their fathers were in former times; but qu’étaient leurs ancétres; mais si un 
if a tax-gatherer were to go toan Amerie collecteur d’impdts s’avisait d’entrer 
can’s house, and demand only one single dans la maison d'un Américain pour y 
quarter of a piastre for the payment of demander seulement le quart d’une 
national debt, he would be resisted, piastre afin de payer la dette nationale, 
and, if necessary, by physical force. il lui ferait de la résistance; et, au besoin 
His plain understanding, his sense of méme, une resistance physique. Son 
natural justice, would repel the auda- jugement, ses notions de justice natu- 
cious demand. All the laws, to which relle suffiraient pour repousser avec 
his mind has been accustomed to at- dédain une demande si audacieuse. 
tend, are founded on principles which Toutes les lois vers lesquelles son esprit 
are directly the reverse of a law to com- a été constamment dirigé, sont fondées 
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pel one generation to pay the debts of sur des principes en opposition directe 
another. So farare children from being 2 toute loi qui forcerait une génération 
bound to pay the debts of the father, 2 payer les dettes d’un autre. Tant s’en 
that, according to our law, the freehold faut que les enfants soient forcés de 
lands of the deceased father go to his payer les dettes du pére, que d’ apres 
heirs without being liable for the pay- nos lois, Jes francs-fiefs du pere décédé 
ment of his debts. This every creditor passent & ses heritiers sans que ceux-ct 
is apprised of; he, therefore, trusts the soient tenus de payer ses dettes. C'est 
father at his own risk; and thus the ce qu’aucun créancier n’ignore; ainsi 
law says, that the children shall not, il préte au pere a ses périls et risques ; 
whenever it can be prevented, suffer et la loi dit, que toutes = fois qu’on 
from the debts of the father. Upon pourra emp écher, les enfants n’auront 
what ground, then, can the whole com- nullement a souffrir des dettes du pre. 
munity claim the right of loading their Sur quel principe se fonde done une 


children with debts ? nation entiére pour prétendre au droit 
de surcharger les enfants de ses dettes ? 
10. The Poor-Law, of which nobody 10. La LOI RELATIVE AUX PAUVRES, 


but Englishmen and Americans know peu comme parmi les nations, sauf les 
much, but which is the greatest law Anglais et les Américains; mais qui ne 
that ever was pussed, Springing as it laisse pas d’étre la plus importante qui 
does, directly out of the law of nature ; ait jamais existe en ce qu'elle diamé- 
founded, as it is, in the very principle of tralement opposeée aux Jois de la nature’; 
civil society ; sanctioned, as it has been, cette loi fondee sur le principe méme de 
by ages upon ages of experience ; how la socicté civile, sanctionnee par plu- 
does this famous law illustrate the prin- sieurs sitcles d’expérience ; cette fameuse 
ciple of national debts? Itcondemns it loi enfin comment explique-t-elle le 
point blank, for it enjoins that the ex- principe des dettes nationales? Elle le 
penses of every year shall be completely condamme en termes formals, car elle 
discharged by money raised within that enjoint que les dépenses de chaque 
year; and for this reason, that it would année soient entierement liquidé es par 
be unjust to make the proprietors of le produit des sommes payées dans le 
this year pay for expenses incurred by courant de cette méme année. La raison 
the proprietors of last year. Upon the en est qu'il y aurait de l’injustice a faire 
same principle, the taxes for the roads, sepporent aux proprictaires de cette 
the bridges, the administration of jus- année les frais encourus par les pro- 
tice, proceed. And if it be unjust to pri¢taires de l’annee précédente. Les 
make the proprietors of this year pay impdts sur les routes, sur les ponts, l’ad- 
any portion of the expenses of those of ministration de Ja justice, tous enfin re- 
the last year ; must it not be still more posent sur le méme principe. Et s'il y 
unjust to compel the community of the « de V injustice A faire payer aux proprié- 
present day to pay the debts contracted taires de cette année une partie quel- 
by the community of fifty years ago? conque des dépenses encourues par 
ceux de la précédente année ; n’y en a- 
t-il pas une plus grande encore & con- 
traindre la génération actuelle 2 payer 
les dettes contractées par la génération 
qui existait il y a cinquante ans. 

In this case, as in every other 11. Dans ce cas, comme dans tout 
ed our object is to arrive at a just autre ott nous désirons arriver a la vérité, 
decision, it is a good way to make the le meilleur moyen est de s’ex faire lap- 
case our own. Suppose, then, that it plication. Suppos ons done qu'on pro- 


qWere proposed to pass a law to compel posat une loidTeffet de contraindre tous 


all the present inhabitants of England les habitants actuels de l’Angleterre 2 


40 pay taxes ; that is to say, to give up payer des taxés; c’est-d-dire, 2 donner 


part of the fruit of their labour and skill une partie du fruit de leur travail et de 
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335 To tHe Prince 
in order that the next generation might 
live without taxes ; suppose the money, 
collected in taxes from the present com- 
munily, to be put into a chest, or lent 
out at interest, in order that it might be 
ready to support the government and 
carry on wars for the neat generation. 
Would not all the world inveie against 
the injustice of this? Wo Ly any peo- 
ple, who were not downright slaves 
submit to such a law? And yet, where 
is the difference in the two cases? Is 
it not as just, and as consonant with 
reason and with natural right, as a law, 
to make the present generation pay for 
supporting the government and carry- 
ing on the wars of the former genera- 
tions? Andas even slaves would hardly 
submit to the former, how is it to be 
believed that men who make the laws 
themselves will submit to the latter ? 


2. I will not waste my time in antici- 
pating arguments on the other side: 
whenever they shall appear, I am ready 
to answer them ; and, in the meanwhile, 
Jet us see whether the principles which 
I have here maintained, wil/ not be act- 
ed upon in France; and this is a great 
matter for us, in this country, to con- 
sider. ‘To the objections against na- 
tional debts generally, there is this pecu- 
liar to that of France ; namely, that no 
one can [possibly pretend, that it was 
contracted for the benefit of the people 
of Frange. The comparatively small 
part that existed before the restoration 
of the Bourbous, was contracted with- 
out any assent on the part of the people, 
and for purposes hostile tothem. All 
that has been contracted since, has, in 
fact, been forced upon France, either by 
foreign bayonets actually at the breasts 
of the people; or by foreign bayonets, 
held in readiness to be sent against them. 
And, as to the uses, to which the main 
part of the borrowed money has been 
applied, they have all been uses, so far 
from being beneficial to France, that 
they have been so many modes of 
shaping indignities and punishments 
inflicted upon her. 

13, This being clearly understood by 
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leur industrie, afin de mettre la généra- 
tion suivante ad méme de vivre sans taxes; 
supposons que Vargent ainsi obtenu de 
nous fat mis dans un coffre- fort, ou 
place & intérét, afin de le tenir 2 la dis- 
position du gouvernement-qui pourrait 
par ce moyen se maintenir et faire la 
guerre pour la génération future. 
L’univers entier ne se récrierait-il pas 
contre cette mesure? Quelle nation, a 
moins d’étre complétement esclave, se 
soumettrait & une pareille loi? Et, 
cependant, quelle est la difference entre 
ces deux hypotheses? N’est-il pas 
2ussi juste et aussi conforme & la raison 
et au droit naturel, qu'une loi qui ferait 
supporter & la géuération actuelle \es 
frais d’entretien du gouvernement et des 
guerres des géné rations précédentes ? 
Et ape ere des esclaves mémes auraient 
de la peine & se soumettre a la premiére 
mesure, comment croire que des 
hommes qui feraient eux-mémes les 
lois se soumettraient & la dernitre? 

12. Je ne perdrai mon temps a ré- 
pondre d’avance aux arguments qu’on 
peut m’opposer ; je serai prét a le faire 
lorsqu’il le faudra. En attendant voyons 
si l'on n’agira pas en France d'apres les 
principes que je viens de maintenir, et 
c’est 1a un objet principal qu'il importe 
i ce pays-ci de ne pas perdre de vue. 
Outre ce qu'il y a & dire contre les dettes 
nationales en général, il y a ceci de par- 
ticulier & l'egard de celle de la France 
savoir, que personne ne saurait pretendre 
quelle a été contractee pour le bien de 
la nation francaise, La partie compara- 
tivement petite qui existait avant la 
restauration des Bourbons, avait ete 
contractée sans l’assentiment du peuple et 
dans des vues qui lui étaient contraires. 
Tout ce qui a été contracte depuis lui a 
été, par le fait, impose de vive Sore, 
soit par les baionettes étrangéres qu'on 
lui tenait déja Ala gorge, soit par des 
baionettes étrangéres prétes 
sur lui. Quant & Vusage qu’on a fait 
de la plus grande partie du produit em- 
prunté , loin d’étre de quelque avantage 
& la France, il n’a servi qu’ a procurer 
les moyens de Uhumilier ou de lui in- 
fliger quelques chatiments. 


13, Le nation francaise sent parfaites) 
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the French people ; and they do under- ment tout ceci, et elle ajoute cette cir- 
stand it clearly ; this peculiarly provoking constance aggravante au poids de l'in- 
circumstance being added to the weight justice criante et odieuse d’exiger des 
of the odiousness and crying injustice of enfants qu’ils paient les dettes de leurs 
calling upon the children for payment pres. Croira-t-on d’aprés cela qu'une 
of the debts of the fathers, who is to be- nation peu accoutumée 2 des taxes op- 
lieve, that that people, undisciplined to pressives, imbue de notions justes sur 
grinding taxation ; full of just notions les droits politiques; une nation qui 
of political right; knowing their own connait sa force, qui l’a tout récemment 
strength, and having so recently tried mise & l'épreuve avec succes, et qui 
it with success; a people, in short, dis- réclame si ouvertement la sonveraineté 
tinetly claiming the sovereignty as inhe- qui lui est inhérente ; croira-t-on, dis-je, 
rent in themselves ; who is to believe qu'une nation semblable, qui joui, au 
that such a people, being the makers, fait, du droit de faire ses lois, continue 
in fact, of the laws, will long continue long-temps en faire qui la contraignent, 
to make laws to compel themselves and elle, et ses enfants, X payer environ 
their children to pay about 11,000,000/. 11,000,000 de livres sterling, ou 
or 275,000,000 francs a year, in order, 275,000,000 de francs par an, d’abord, 
first, to fulfil the wishes of the Allied pour remplir les voeux des puissances 
Powers, who forced back the Bourbons alliées, qui lui ont rendu les Bourbons 
upon them, took away their frontier contre son gré, qui se sont emparés de 
towns, imposed a tribute upon them, ses villes frontitres, qui l’ont mise a 
and sacked their museums; and, next, contribution, qui ont saccagé ses musées ; 
to make themselves unable to go to war en un mot, qui ont fini par la mettre 
even for self-defence! Who is to believe hors d’état de jamais faire la guerre, 
this of such a people so situated ? méme pour sa propre défense? Non, on 

ne devra jamais s’y attendre dans la 

situation oW elle se trouve. 

14.1 remember well, that, in 1815, 14. Je me souviens trés bien qu’en 
our press teemed with exhortations tothe 1815, mos journalistes ne cessaient 
Bourbons to make a considerable na- d’exhorter les Bourbons & contracter 
tional debt, as the means of securing une dette nationale considérable, comme 
tu themselves the support of the rich un moyen de s'assurer de (appui des 
people, and also as the means of secur- riches, et d’assurer en meme temps la 
ing the peace of Europe; that is, the pax del’ Europe, ou plutdt le despotisme 
despotism of Europe. And, certainly, de Europe. Cette manitre de procéder 
this was the way to go to work ; but etait bonne sans doute; mais elle ne 
this work could succeed only so long as pouvait réussir qu’autant que le peuple 
the people were not fairly and fully re- jouirait pas du droit de se faire repré- 
presented. As soon as there came to be senter convenablement. Du moment od 
a Chamber that spoke the voice of the il a paru une chambre quia fait entendre 
people, it was seen that this work could /a voia du peuple, on a bien vu que 
not long go on; and this was one of cette manigre de procéder ne pouvait 
the great motives with our borough- pas durer long-temps, et c’était la un 
mongers for urging on the plot of Po- des motifs pour lesquels nos borough- 
uienac. ‘The plot failed; the people mongers pressaient |’exécution du coms 
are the sovereign again; they will now plot de Pottenac. Le complot a 
make the laws ; and it is madness to be- manqué; le peuple est redevenu souve- 
lieve that they will make laws, and con- rain; désormais ils feront les lois, et 
tinue to make laws, which shall not only c'est une folie de croire qu’ils feront des 
press them down with taxes, but which lois, quils continueront a faire des (ois, 
shall, in effect, forbid them to think of qui uon-seulement Jes accableraient 
ever again marching to the Rhine. d'impdots, mais qui, au fait, les empéche- 

raient méme de jamais songer @ marcher 


sur le Rhin. 
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15. The evilsof anational debtare with- 
out end in number and are boundless in 
extent: England now exhibits them all to 
the world : swarms of idlers, living on the 
labour of the industrious ; two thousand 
towns, villages, and hamlets, drained to 
swell the capital to size enormous; 
luxury and splendour and all their odious 
waste and insolence; a working-peo- 
ple, once the best fed and clad and most 
moral in the whole world, now half- 
starved, covered with rags, and com- 
mitting crimes so numerous, that the 
jails have been (within forty years) auge 
mented four-fold in size and number, 
and are now too small; the fruit of the 
people’s labour carried away, by mil- 
lions, to be spent in foreign lands; a 
standing army during peace, to make the 
people pay the taxes, which are again 
thus augmented ; the taste for making 
fortunes by trick, and gambling in funds, 
to the destruction of all the habits of 
sober and patient industry; a disregard 
of science, talent, and even of valour, 


as the means of acquiring fame, 
money being the only standard of 
excellence, and the only title to 


respect; and, not to mention hun- 
dreds of other evils, national feeble- 
ness, which is shown in the country’s 
ineapacity to go to war, and which, in 
the end, sinks it down in the scale of 
nations. As the individual debtor is, 
according to the maxim of ArisroTLe, 
the s/ave of his creditor, so a debtor na- 
tion must, in the end, bethe slave of other 
nations, National debts can never exist 
to any extent without a paper-money of 
some sort, and without anticipations of 
endless variety, descending down to 
the mest common concerns of life. A 
shock of any sort unsettles all the 
arrangements connected with these an- 
ticipations ; hundreds of thousands are 
ruined they know not how; society is 
eonvulsed without any apparent cause ; 
the government becomes, in time, iden- 
tified with the debt and the paper- 
money ; and, at last, all three fall 
together. 


16. France has not yet arrived at this 
identified state ; but, in time, she would 
arrive at it; and in the meanwhile, she 


To tHe Prince oF WATERLOO. 


340 


15. Les maux qui résultent d'une dette 
nationale sont aussi innombrables qu’ 
étendus ; l’Angleterre en offre dans ce 
moment l’exemple & l’univers entiers, 
Des essaims d’oisifs qui se repaissent du 
travail des autres; deux mille villes, 
villages, ou hameaux épuisés pour 
rendre la capitale énormément grande ; 
un luxe effrené, l'extravagance et l’inso- 
lence portées au comble; un peuple 
industrieux, jadis le mieux nourri, le 
mieux vétu et le plus moral de l’univers, 
aujourd hui 2 demi-mort de faim, cou- 
vert de haillons, et si porté au crime 
que, dans l'espace de quarante ans, les 
prisons ont quadruplé en nombre et en 
grandeur, et sont encore trop petites ; 
le fruit du travail du peuple enlevé, par 
millions, pour @tre dépensés en pays 
étrangers ; une armée, sur pied en temps 
de paix pour forcer le peuple a payer 
les taxes qu'on augmente par ce 
moyen, le désir de faire fortune par 
fraud, ou en jouant dans les fonds, au 
grande détriment de l'industrie et de la 
sobriété; le mépris des sciences, des 
talents, et méme de la valeur, comme 
moyens de se faire une réputation, 
argent étant Ja seule preuve d’excel- 
lence et le seul titre au respect; et sans 
parler de centaines d'autres maux, la 
faiblesse nationale qui déctle notre im- 


puissance de faire la guerre, et qui finit 


par nous rabaisser dans Ja balance des 
nations. De méme qu'un individu endetté 
devient, suivant la maxime d’ Aristote, 
l’esclave de son eréancier ; de méme une 


nation endetiée devient Vesclave des 
autres nations. Une dette nationale 


de quelque importance ne saurait exister 
sans un papier-mornaie quelconque, et 
sans anticiper d’une maniere infinie sur 
les affaires les plus ordinaires de la vie. 
Un choc quelconque, détruit tous les 
arrangements en rapport avec ces anti- 
cipations ; des centaines de milliers 
d'individus sont ruinés sans_ savoir 
comment; la société se trouve en con- 
vulsion sans cause apparente ; le gou- 
vernement sindentifie par degrés avec 
la dette et le papier-monnaie ; et tous 
trois finissent par s’écrouler ensemble. 

16. La France n’en est pas encore 
arrivée la; mais elle y arriverait dans le 
temps, et sidans l'intervalle elle s’attache 
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must, if she adhere to this benumbing 
curse, remain inactive at the best. It is 
this debt and all its deadening ligatures, 
that now withhold her from that 
Rartne which is her natural boundary, 
whence the people are stretching their 
arms to her for help and protection, and 
to aid whom, and again to plant her 
standard on its banks, she is called by 
the voice of honour, of humanity, 
and of just resentment combined. 
Opposed to this voice is the united 
voice of the Jews, the loan-mongers, 
the stock-jobbers, the discounters, and 
all the tribe of dealers in paper-money ; 
men who, from the very nature of their 
calling, fatten on the toil of others; 
men who, with “ national faith” on 
their lips, roll in wealth by the means 
of usury, monopoly, fraud and extortion’; 
men of every country and of no country; 
men to whom love of country are words 
without a meaning. To which of these 
voices she is listening just at this time, 
I know not; but this I know well, that, 
before long, she will listen to the for- 
mer ; that, in spite of Debt and paper- 
money, to the Raine she will go; and, 
in my next letter, 1 will endeavour to 
show, that to the Rarnr she ought to 
go,.not only for her own honour, but 
for the good of all Europe, England not 
excepted. 


Wms. COBBETT. 
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a ce fiéau destructif, ce “qu'elle a de 
mieux de faire, c'est de rester dans ’in- 
action. C’est cette dette, et ces liens 
engourdissants qui la privent du Rat, 
ses limites naturelles, dont les peuples 
lui tendent les bras pour implorer son 
secours et sa protection, et que la voix 
de Vhonneur, de |'humanité, et d'un juste 
ressentiment lui font un devoir de se- 
courir, ainsi que de planter ses étendarts 
sur les bords du fleuve qui arrose leurs 
villes. A cette voix s’opposent les voix 
unies des Juifs, des brocanteurs d’em- 
prunts, des agioteurs, des escompteurs, 
et de toute cette foule de traficants en 
papier-monnaie ; ces hommes, qui par 
la nature méme de leur profession s’en- 
graissent du travail des autres; des 
hommes qui avec la fui nationale sur les 
lévres, roulent dans l’or par l’usure, par 
la fraude et par toute sorte de concus- 
sions ; des hommes de tous les pays et 
d’aucun pays, des hommes pour qui 
l'amour de la patrie ne sont que de 
vains mots.. J‘ignore quelle est dans 
ce moment la voix que la France écoute ; 
mais en dépit de la dette nationale et du 
papier-monnaie elle ira au FRhin; et, 
dans ma prochaine lettre, je tacherai de 
prouver qu’elle doit aller au Rhin, non- 
seulement pour son propre honneur ; 
mais méme pour le bien de |’ Europe, 
sans en excepter ]’Angleterre. 


G’uz. COBBETT, 





TO 
THE REFORMERS 


Who dined at the London Tavern, on 
the 16th of August last. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I rast week gave you an account of 
the reception of our Envoy, Str Tomas 
Beevor, at Paris ; but had not room to 





insert the speech made by him when he 
presented our address to the Prefect. I 
do this now, and add the speech of Mr. 


James Cossetr, made upon that oc- 
casion, 


SIR THOMAS BEEVOR, 


Mr. Prerect and GENTLEMEN, 


I regret that I am unable to address you in 
your own language: that regret however is 
considerably diminished by the knowledge 
that many of you now present understand the 
language which I speak. 

The address which 1] hold in my hand was 
unanimously agreed to by a cousiderable num- 
ber of the radical reformers of London, at a 
public dinner held for that purpose on the six- 
teenth day of the present month, being the 
anniversary of the day on which, in the year 
1¢19, a peaceable meeting of the reformers of 
Eugland, assembled at Manchester, was at- 
tacked; and numbers of unoffending men, 
women, and children were trampled under 
foot, killed, and wounded, by a body of armed 
cavalry. 

I esteem it a high honour to be the bearer 


of this address, which speaks the sentiments 
of millions of my fellow-countrymen, to the 
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brave citizens ef Paris ; and I consider this to 
be one of the proudest days of my life, on 
which I have the honour to present it to you 
on their behalf. 

“The people of England, from one end of the 
country tothe other, admire the deeds of bra- 
very and generosity which have lately been 
performed by the citizens of Paris ; such isthe 
popular feeling, that even the Aristocracy are 
compelled to profess their admiration of those 
deeds, whilst they tremble for the conse- 
quences. The conduct of the French peuple, 
on the occasion alluded to, is beyond all 


praise : it is unparalleled in the annals of his- 
tory: it affords a brilliant example to all 
natious. May it operate equally as a warning 


te tyrants, and as an encouragement to the 
oppressed in all parts of the world! 

We drop a tear over the graves of the brave 
men who perished in the glorious struggle, 
but we take comfortin the reflection that their 
memories will live for ever in the hearts of a 
grateful people. 

Gentlemen, Frenchmen! It is the prayer of 
Euglishmen, that the liberty which you have | 
purchased with the blood of your citizens, 
may he eternal; aud that the fricudly feeling 
which subsists between the people of the two 
nations, may be equally permanent! 


MR. COBBETT. 


Mr. Prérecr, and GENTLEMEN, 


As oneof that assembly of Englishmen who 
send the address which Sir Thomas Beevor | 
has been deputed tu present to you, and as an 
a®ociate of the worthy Barovet in the mission 
on which he appears in this country, | should 
be denying to myself the greatest gratification 
that I have ever had it in my power to enjoy 
if | were not to do myself the honour of saying 
a few words at this moment, by way of parti- 
cipating with Sir Thomas in the personal ex- 
pression of our respect for you, and our 
admiration of the conduct of all those whom 
you are here met together to represent. 

Gentlemen, all England, all Englishmen, at 
least, who love their country, are your friends. 
You must not believe that you have any ene- 
mies amongst those of us whose friendship 
you would value. We have, it is true, some 
hanghty and overbearing aristocrats, who, 
while they ‘look down upon us in the most 
insulting mauner, aud seem to regard us as 
beings in all respects beneath them, conde- 
scend to enter the humb’'e habitations of their 
inferivrs, and deyour the honest earnings of 
the poor, But these are not the people of 
England ; these, gentlemen, are not allowed 
by us to belong to the people: they are at war 
in their interests, alienated in ail their feel- 
ings, from that which, in your now happy 
country, is acknowledged as the sovereignty of 
the people. 

We who really form a part of the people of 
England, respect you fur your valour, admire 
you for your example, and thank you in anti- 


To tne REFORMERS. 





cipation of the effects that they must produce. 
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The exclamation that bursts from the heart of 
every honest Englishman is, ‘* O! brave na- 
tion!’’ We wish you to kuow that these are 
our feelings, aud we come in person, accord- 
ingly, to make them known to you—we wish 
you to believe that we are sincere in our pro- 
fessions, and we offer, notas a needful to you, 
but as an earnest from us, such contributions 
of money for the relief of your sufferers as are 
being made in all parts of our country. 

But the involuntary expressions of their ad- 
miration, the mere language of formal address, 
the donations of their money, were it to the 
amount of millions—these are not all the tes- 
timonials of their good-will that Englishmen 
Should be prepared to give you. England, to 
the shame of Englishmen be it spoken, has 
been the injurer of France. We who now 
come to congratulate you on the rending of 
your chains, cannot but remember with hu- 
miliation, that the oligarchy of England made 
our country one of the forges to frame those 
very chains, and the arms of her soldiers the 
instruments wherewith to rivet them upon 
vou. We whose countrymen have assumed 
the title to so much glory, aud to so much of 
the gratitude of other nations, who have gone 
so far in extolling our own exploits as to com- 
pare them with the most noble of all that his- 
tory records, who have praised ourselves by 
applying to our own merits the most high- 
sounding language of Grecian homage to 
Roman heroism and disinterestedness, we 
have to remember, with mixed feelings of 
friendship for you, and indignation at those 
who wouid have us be vour enemies, that it 
was in the very city of Portsmouth, from 
which, as our journals tell us, Charles X. has 
just been driven by the honest people, that the 
devotees of English despotism dishonoured 
their nation in 1814, by running into the 
streets to receive your foes with open arms, 
and leading their wives and daughters aloug 
with them, that the lips of English women 
might be contaminated by the embraces of 
the allied despots of Europe and their merce- 
vary companions. We call our country the 
place of refuge for the persecuted of all na- 
tions; we pretend, at our own expense aud 
risk, to expose ourselves to the fatigues of 
war in order to ensure to others the blessing 
inestimable of liberty, and, without being 
urged by the interests which demand unity 
between neighbouring nations, to traverse 
seas in order to banish usurpation and despot: 
ism from the whole world, and to establish in 
all quarters of the globe the reign of freedom, 
law, and justice. Spain, Greece, South Ame- 
rica, are the boasted scenes of our recent 
achievements in the cause of freedom, And 
shall any power upon earth rise up in opposi- 
tion to France ? Shall any tyrant again endea- 
vour to rally the enemies of the liberty you 
have won to the attack of its fortress, and we, 
the people of England, not step forward to aid 
in the maintenance of rights so bravely fought 
fur by you, rights which it is so much our in- 
terest to holdsacred? No, geatlemen ; Fraace 
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will, I hope, be permitted to enjoy in peace | honour of presenting to his Majesty, at Wind- 
the liberty of which she is now possessed ; but | sor Castle, a petition from the trade, signed 
if a further contest should be necessary to by a vast number of the operatives; and also 
maintain the prize which heaven has awarded | of presenting to the King and Queen various 
to your patriotism, our praise of your conduct, | sets of plain gilt and plated buttons (which 
and the expression of it to you, is the least of | were enclosed in morocco leather cases, and 
what you may look for on the partof England, the Royal arms embossed in gold thereon) of 
whose sons will be ambitious to wipe away | the richest manufacture. The deputation 
the spot which now tarnishes her name, by | was received at the Castle with the utmost 
marching in volunteer battalions under the | respect; and their Majesties expressed them- 
drapeau tricolore, aud joining with you in | selves highly gratified with the presents. Sir 
defying the common enemy ever again to tear | Herbert Taylor read the memorial, of which 
down the glorious emblem ! | the following is a copy,'to the King :— 
Gentlemen,—I beg leave to thank you for} ,.. wan grace Ne get eee 
the gracious manner in which you have been TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT 
pleased to receive the tender of our friendship. MAJESTY, 
1 hope that that friendship, founded, as it is, The humble petition of the operative 
on an understanding of our similar rights, manufacturers of plain gilt and plated 
may increase tu the destruction of all that buttons residing in Birmingham. 
SireE,—We are in the deepest distress for 


| 





wonld create a contrary feeling between us ; 
and I pray that the happiness of your country | want of employment, aud we know of no mode 
may endure for as many ages to come as the | of obtaining relief but by an appeal to your 
deeds by which you have regained its freedom | Majesty. We are full of hope from your gra- 
will continue to be subjects of exultation in! cious condescension, and from the repeated 
the hearts of all the virtuous of mankind, evidences of the sympathy of your Majesty 
: : a with the people, 
Thus that affair was finished, and well! In the month of February last, great ‘and 
finished. It was begun, continued and | successful efforts were made by a deputatiun 
ended with judgment, as well as with ‘fom Birmingham to induce the great per- 
spirit. We have shown to the great |*?5° of the State to wear plain metal but- 


. = | tens, and his late Majesty most graciously 
and learned and brave French nation, | set the example to the country at large, which 


that the English reformers are not the | was followed by many illustrious Nobles and 
“ low and degraded crew” that the in- | ee Pa our ry grety oe 
| pak cH gave sly satiate eal i¢ lamented illness and death of his late 
solent Canning called us; we have | Majesty suddenly obscured our bright hepes, 
shown to that nation that we are POW- | and the trade of plain buttons, which depends 
erful in the justice of our cause, in| for its prosperity on the prevailing fashion of 
talent, and in energy; and we have| the polite world, w as precipitated into its pre- 
given it reason to conclude that we ag ae gee ge 0 bot = 
; : Sire, y hope now is in the corde 
must finally prevail. scension of your Majesty, and we humbly 
appeal to our gracious and benevolent Prince 
that he will concdescend to accept the humble 
token of our loyalty which accompanies the 
petition, and wear the same, with the kind 
purpose of inducing the beax monde to follow 
your Majesty’s illustrious example. 











PETITIONING THE KING. 
For along while nothing has pleased 
me more than the following account, |" Sire,—By a compliance with this humble 
which was published in the Morning | petition, your Majesty will give bread to 
Herald of the 2nd instant, and which thousands of your subjects whose gratitude 
. and yalty car ily be exce . 
account I beg leave to point out to the |2"¢ loyalty can only be exceeded by the 
: -D : virtues and benevolence of their gracious 
attention of all my readers. It is the Sovereign ; and your Majesty's petitioners, as 
first instance, in our time, of the working in duty bound, &c. 
people being permitted to present a ; pe Sita, Gee affability, said that 
petition to the hing. When I have in- | Be 24mired the ole English fashion of gilt and 
serted the account, I will add a few ob- 


plated buttons, and always wore them him- 

mi self, except when he was in mourning ; and! 
servations on the beneficial effect that 
is likely to result to the country at 


although there were nearly 150 letters to an- 
swer, yet he would send a written reply to the 
large from this becoming conduct in the 
king. 


memorial on the following day. The Royal 
word was faithfully kept, and the next day 
the following letter was received from his Ma~ 
jesty’s Secretary :— 
Windsor Castle, Aug. 27, 1430. 
Sir,—I have been honoured with the King’s 
commands to acknowledge the receipt of the 


On Thursday last a deputation of the ope- 
rative button-makers of Birmingham, at- 


tended by a professional gentleman, their 
secretary, arrived at Windsor, and had the 
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petition signed by Mr. W. H. Bland, and 
other operative manufacturers of plain gilt 
and plated buttons, residing in Birmingham, 
accompanied by sets of buttons, which you 
are desirous his Majesty should wear, as an 
inducement to others to wear such; and his 
Majesty orders me to assure you of the deep 
interest he takes in the prosperity of your 
trade, and in the welfare of those engaged in 
it, and that his Majesty will bave much plea- 
sure in complying with your request when the 
mourning shall bave expired —I am, Sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, 


H. TAYLOR, 

To E. Edmonds, Esq., Clements-Inn Cham- 
hers, Strand, Secretary to the Deputation. 

Thus then the king received this pe- 
tition in person, and after taking time 
to consider of it, ordered his secretary to 
send the petitioners his answer. Thus 
has his Majesty realized the hopes of 
his people, and has shown to us that we 
can again, after so many years being 
deprived of this right, enjoy it, as far as 
reyards the king at anyrate. The king 
has certain great powers confided to 
him, and to him only; and this for the 
good of his people. The people have 
rights, and amongst these is the right 
of petitioning the king ; ; that is to say, 
of telling him in writing. that they have 
grievances that they want redressed. 
This right is taken from them if they be 
prevented from carrying their petitions 
tohim. ‘To insist upon actually putting 
them into his hand, would, in many cases 
be unreasonable; but we have a right 
to carry them to the place of his resi- 


dence, and there to deliver them to | 
some person duly authorized to receive | 
them, and ready to pledge his word for | 
[| they'll be! 
shall say more upon this subject next/ they are! 

and I think I shall be able to/ their seats, they will find other matter 
convince the reformers that this is the|to engage them 


their speedy reception by the king. 
week ; 


road for their petitions to travel. 1) 
would petition the parliament too ; but | 
before it meets, why should not the 
king have a thousand petitions? Let | 
no one tell me that he can do nothing. 


He has done many things , and, amongst | 


others, he has received this petition 
from working people. It is our duty | 
to petition him ; he is ready to perform | 
his duty; and if we neglect ours we de-| 
serve to be burdened inthe manner that | 
we are. 


Tre Suoynoys. 
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GOLD ! 


Loox out sharp, you who prefer gold 
to old rags! Remember, that stoppage 
comes * like a thief in the night.” The 
Avrockat of Russia has refused to ac- 
knowledge the standard tricolour. If 
he move towards France, Prussia must 
move, and Austria will. All the con- 
tinent is ina blaze; the French are on 
the Rhine in a week; the funds in 
France and Holland and Prussia and 
Austria aud Russia are not worth much ; 
the paper-money every-where disap- 
pears, and gold and silver will be every- 
where in demand! In such a state of 


things, panic or legal tender must 
come. In either case gold will bea 
precious thing! Get it, therefore, 


while you may be able; 
neglect the advice, 
quences. 


and if you 
take the conse- 





THE SHOYHOYS. 


Ser the last No. (No. III.) of Two- 
penny Trash, for the etymology of the 
word Ssoyvuoy. ‘The Shoyhoys, Bur- 
dett and Hobhouse, are beneath notice 
since they were pelted off the hustings 
of Covent Garden, by their “ constitu- 
ents.” Brougham, Denman, Lord John 
Russell, Bobby Wilson, Weston, Denni- 
son, and some few others, are now the 
principal Shoyhoys. They are all for 





“reform,” but not for ballot ; that is 
to say, for a SHAM-reform. Some- 
thing to guiet, and yet to make no real 
change. Poor fellows! how deceived 

Or rather, how deceived 
Before they get safely into 


than the miserable 
| party- trash that they are studying. 
They have, they say, prepared a party 
for shoving out the Prince of Water- 
'loo ! What asorry figure they will make! 
| If they make a very loud barking at the 
Prince, he will go out, or he will make 
a reform himse/f: in the former case 
the whole system goes to pieces ; in the 


\latter they all drop down dead ! If 
Lorp Joun stand for Southwark, Mr. 
Wak.Ley will meet him there with the 


VESTRY- BILL; 


| BLOOMSBURY 








Fe a ee a a a er 
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and if he be suffered to stand on the| have been in commotion, which would, 
hustings after that, the people of the! very likely, have extended to other 
borough ought to eat dirt for the re-|counties; for in every one there is 
mainder of their lives. By the by, Mr. | hardly a parish in which this monstrous 
Wakcey is, I see, standing for Cor-| grievance does not exist. ‘The House of 
oNER OF Mippiesex ; the very fittest | Lords, in 1827, put a stop to an en- 
man, perhaps, even in this great county, | closure, in Hampshire, which, if it had 
for that office, adding, as he does, sur-|taken place, would have convulsed the 
gical skill to rare industry, activity,|whole county. Ihave always been an 
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integrity and public spirit. Ah! if we 
had had such a Coroner in the case of 
CASTLEREAGH, or in that of the poor 
men who were sho! on the day of the 


funeral of the ill-treated Queen Caro- 


line! Itis an office of great importance ; 
but, amidst all this dependence, and 
without the ballot, it is too much to 
hope to see it filled by such a man. 





FIGHT AT OXFORD. 


Tne Papers of this morning (Sth Sept.) 
tell us that some time ago, AN EN- 
CLOSURE OF A COMMON took 
place at OTMOOR, not far from Ox- 


enemy to the enclosure of wastes, where 
surrounded with cottages. This is one 
of the things that has swelied the poor- 
rates and degraded the working people. 
I have proved, over and over again, 
that it diminishes the quantity of sub- 
_sistence raised un these spots; while it 
/has gone on adding to the riches of the 
‘rich, and taking the last blade of grass 
from the poor. It is now twenty-five 
years since | addressed a Memortat to 
Mr. Winpaam upon this subject, proving 
|from an actual survey of a common in 
Hampshire, the correctness of my 
opinions thereon. Good God! what a 
quantity of ink and paper have I employed 








ford ; that some men were indicted for | in vain endeavours to convince the idlers 
pulling down the fences ; that they were | that it was not their interest to oppress 
acquitied at the /ast assizes ; that since | those who labour ! Jt wi/d not now be /ong 
that the people had pulled down the| before they will regret that they de- 
fences again; that, a few days back,|spised my advice. My advice to those 


they were opposed in this work by the 
owners of the enclosure; that they de- 
feated these ; that the staff of the 
militia, and a troop of cavalry (Lord 
Churchill’s), marched against the peo- 
ple; that they made prisoners of 60, 
whom they were taking, in two wagons, 
to the jail at Oxford; that just before 
they got into Oxford,a great body of 
working people (whom the newspaper 
people always call mob) met the escort 
and with their prisoners, whom they 
determined torescue. The battle began 
by an attack on the soldiers with stones, 
brickbats, and clubs ; and thus there was 
asort of running fight, till the com- 
batants got into a narrow street in Ox- 
ford. Here the soldiers gave way, 


who have made this enclosure is, to let 
the people throw it open, and say no 
more about it. Let them be assured 
that the times are changed. ‘The 
, Dutch king has dismissea his minister 
| of justice. 





COBBETT’S LECTURES. 


I suati give a Lecture to the 
| working people, at the Rorunpa, 
| Blackfriar’s-Road, near the Bridge, 

NEXT MONDAY, and also NEXT 
THURSDAY, at EIGHT o’clock in 
the evening ; entrance, ‘1 WO-PENCE. 
—N. Bb. Reports of these Lectures are 
published by Mr. STRANGE, No. 21, 
| Paternoster Row, price 2d. each.—Mr. 





and the prisoners were rescued. The) STRANGE is also publishing, in weekly 
Heraup says, that if a shot had been| numbers, a history of the revolution in 
Jived, every soldier would have been | France, price 2d., for the working peo- 
killed!) The people pursued the sol-| ple.—And why should they not have a 
diers; some of whom galloped away,|cheap publication weekly?—The SIX 
and some took shelter in the castle!;ACYS of Castlereagh and Sidmouth 
So best; for half the county would] forbid this; but let us hope that they 
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are become obsolete. If, however, Mr. | 
SrranGce should become the victim of this 


law, it will be the duty of the WORKING 
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WHIG-MANIFESTO. 


I nave just read the last Number of 
the Epixnsurca Review, containing 


PEOPLE, throughout the whole coun-| sh, Whig-Manifesto against the Duke 
try, to support him to the utmost of their| of Wellington. It is the most impudent 
gton. ; 


power, in a legal way; for it is for 
them that he is running the risk. This 
is the time for petitions to king and 
parliament both, for the repeal of this 
law, which is a law to keep the working 
people in ignorance relative to all public 
and political matters. They cannot 
afford to give sizpence for a weekly 
publication on politics; and the law 
forbids them to have one for less thant 
sixpence. Petitions from the WORK- 
ING PEOPLE on this subject ought to 
be prepared directly, and signed by 
millions. [ will draw up what I deem 
a proper petition for this purpose, and 
submit it to my audience at the Ro- 
tunda. 





FARMING STOCK. 

In the last week of this month, 
sell, by Auction, my live and dead 
stock, at Barn-Eum. I have four pairs 
of working-oxen, as good as ever went 
before plough or cart. These may be 
seen at any time, and bought at any 


time before the sale. The other par-! 


ticulars next week. 





Were published, on the \st inst., 


Cornetr’s Apvice to Youne Men, 
No. 14; being the last number of the 
work. Price 6d. 

N. B. Odd Numbers may be had to 
complete sels ; and complete sets may 
be had at No. 183, Fleet Street, and of 
all booksellers. 

Consetr’s Two-penny Trasu, for 
Working People; for the month of 
August. Price 2d. 

Cossnetr’s Hisrory or Georer IV. 
No. 1. Price Sd.; to be continued 
monthly. 

N. B. This History will be comprised 
in about ten numbers, 

New editions of Cobbett’s English 
and French Grammars, Cottage Econo- 
my, Year's Residence in America, Emi- 
grant’s Guide, &c., &c, 


jand most stupid production that ever 


came even from them ; and that is say- 
ing a most monstrous deal of it. Z will 
answer this Manifesto next week. The 
Duke may enjoy his shooting till the 
Parliament meet, 
these barking place-hunters. 





WANTED, as TUTOR, a middle-aged 
Man, who is capable of Teaching the Latin 
and French Languages and Arithmetic. He 
will be required to undertake the teaching of 
these to two Pupils, both above the age of 
| twelve, both of whom have already learned a 
rood deal of each of the above, and one of 
whom has even resided some time in France; 
so that proficiency in the Tutor is absolutely 
necessary. He will have a Salary, without 





I shall | 


board or lodging. The distance from London 
lis 115 miles. For the whole particulars apply 
at No. 183, Fleet Street; where letters on the 
| subject, if sent free of postage, addressed to 
| A. B., will be attended to. A sufficient refer- 
lence as to respectability and capacity will be 
| required. 

| 





MR. COBBETT’S LECTURES ON THE 
|FRENCH REVOLUTION AND THE 
ENGLISH ARISTOCRACY.— These Lec- 
tures, four in number, will be published 
separately, at 2d. each—Il and 2 are now 
ready. For obvious reasons, the friends of 
liberty (especially in the country) are called 
on to use their exertions to procure for these 
Lectures an extensive circulation amongst tle 
Working Classes. 

London: Strange, 21, Paternoster Row; 
Mann, Leeds; Wroe, Manchester; Marshall, 
Neweastle-upon-Tyne, and all other Book- 
sellers. 


a 





Just published, by Effingham Wilson, Royal 
Exchange, Tuirp Epirion, considerably 
augmented, 

COMPOSITION AND PUNCTUATION fa- 

miliarly explained, for those who have neglected 

the Study of Grammar. By Justin Brenan. 

Price 4s. 

Also, by the same Author, 
UTILITY OF LATIN discussed, for the 
consideration of Parents, or those who have 
| influence in the choice or direction of Juvenile 
| Education. Price 2s. 


a 
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